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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
t he

Seei Kingdom and Ai

ng
| wrote last month about the ceaseless prayer that Christ and his
apostle to the Gentiles, Paul, calls us too. It was prayer that first
led me to realize that my life was in Christ and therefore, Life,
rather than the Pit, was my life’s end, and therefore my life’'s aim
and vision.

Our understanding of ends determines our aim and vision in the
present. When shooting an arrow or a basketball, the end is
obviously the target or the hoop and our vision and our aim are
thusboth determined. This is why the revelation of resurrection was
critical for God’s Kingdom to come to earth as it is in heaven. The
resurrection reveals the deceit that death is Life’s end and in so
doing, utterly transforms the ends to which we aim our lives. When
death is considered the end, how can our aims not fall prey to this
void? Thus people remain trapped in the sinful means that lead to
just such an end.*

With the revelation of resurrection, we come to know that Life is the
end of life and we aim our lives accordingly. And then the
determining factor of our aims is the content of that end/ Life. If we
believe that heaven is a disembodied float through the clouds, we
might just as well float through life without a care in the world. If we
believe, as incarnation and bodily resurrection demand, that
heaven is connected to earth, and our spiritual bodies connected to
our earthly ones, we then care for the earth and every-body
because they all have eternal value. If heaven is a place of perfect
justice and peace where all is shared in love, we aim and order our
lives accordingly.

So how can we be sure of the specific content of Heaven? Is it not
beyond our universe and inconceivable? Both are partially true.
But the King of heaven has come to us to reveal not only

*But what about the life-giving acts of those who do not believe in eternal
life? | think their actions belie their proclaimed beliefs and point to
anunderlying hope and faith on their part along with an underlying pull or
attraction from Life itself.

...continued on page 3
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May
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
o (@) ° 9:30 Meditating on 7:30 Needle Nite
2 @)D the Word Trustee Work Day
C@D\P} . 12:00 p.m. Mid-day 8am.—1pm.
N, 2P Fellowship
C\yﬂ 7:30 p.m. Bible Study-
“The New Way”
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30 Worship 1:00 Bible Study — 9:30 Employment 9:30 Meditating on 2:00p.m. Trustee Work Day
10:45 Coffee Hour “The new Way” Networking Support the Word Reading Group Rain Date
11:15 Contemporary 2:00 Prayer Group 10:00 Thrift Shop 7:30 p.m. Bible Study
fg'r\lnscgraise Band 7:30 Deacons 4:00 Kingdom Kids “The New Way
1515 Newr Member 7:30 Scottish Dancing | 5-9 Choir rehearsal
Class
5-9 Youth Groups
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mother’s Day June Fanfare articles 9:30 Meditating on 9:30- 11 a.m.
9:30 Worship due 1:00 Bible Study — 9:30 Employment the Word Food Bank
10:30 Coffe Hour “The New Way” Networking Support 7:30 p.m. Bible Study
12:15 Praise Band 2:00 Prayer Group 10:00 Thrift Shop “The New Way”
5-9 Youth Groups 7:30 Church 4:00 Kingdom Kids
Committees 5-9 Choir rehearsal
7:30 Scottish Dancing
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30 a.m Worship 1:00 Bible Study — 9:30 Employment 9:30 Meditating on
11:15 worship “The New Way” Networking the Word
cancelled 2:00 Prayer Group 10:00 Thrift Shop 7:30 Bible Study —
10:30 a.m. New 7:30 Scottish Dancing | 4:00 Kingdom Kids “The New Way”
Member Class 5-9 Choir rehearsal
5-9 Youth Groups
7:00 p.m. Choir
Festival
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30 Worship Memorial Day 1:00 Bible Study — 9:30 Employment 9:30 Meditating on 6-9:00 p.m. — 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
10:45 Coffee Hour Office Closed The New Way” Networking the Word Women’s Retreat Women’s Retreat
11:15 Contemporary 2:00 Prayer Group 10:00 Thrift Shop 7:30 p.m. Bible Study | Fanwood continues
SeIrV|ce- _ 7:30 Scottish Dancing | 4:00 Kingdom Kids — “The New Way” Presbyterian Church
12:15 Praise Band 5-9 Choir rehearsal
No Youth Groups




Session and Committee News
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that Life is the end but also the content of
that life. And His story is told primarily in
the gospels and, more generally, in the
writings of the apostles, prophets and the
Law.

While my new life in Christ began in prayer,
it only developed through diving into the
Message of God. Therein, through
discovering the heaven to which | belonged
and which already enveloped me, | was
able to “keep [my] eyes on the prize” and
aim my life accordingly.

| invite you to more intimately come to know
and thus more deeply realize the heavenly
ends of Jesus through a new small group
study, Jesus The New Way. (More
information below.) God bless us all with
Kingdom vision and aim through devotion to
God’s Word.

Pastor David

Jesus, The New Way

We are very excited to offer a 6-week
program led via d.v.d. by the excellent
historian and biblical scholar N.T. Wright.
Classes will be held on Tuesdays at 1:00
p.m. and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning
April 29th (and May 1%) and finishing on
June 3 (and 5™.)

Here is one editor's review: "Wright's
acclaimed scholarship is delivered in a
winsome and understandable way, showing
how Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel's
ancient hopes and humanity's deepest
dreams. You will see Jesus as you have

never seen him before in the context of his
Jewish and Roman world. You will find
explosive new meaning in his familiar words
and deeds as Wright unfolds his
incomparable life and shows how it remains
an unavoidable summons to our world and
way of thinking."

Father/ Children Weekend-
May 30-31

While the women have a spiritual retreat
from the world, father and children are
welcomed to a board game night at church
followed by a day of golf ‘.

at the Ashbrook pitch and -
putt and brunch. Please

let Pastor David know of

your interest. (Il also =™

have some extra clubs as ®@ o
does the golf course.)

FPC FOOD BANK

Food Bank Hello from the food bank!

We are in need of 2lb bags of rice,mac and
cheese, canned milk, tea and instant
coffee.

many thanks susan wayman
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:s‘,‘t G

ky Meal Ministry Update
e 0 Part2

Greetings from the Mission Committee!

l 6m writing to
month about our non-perishable lunches
meal ministry. To briefly recap, in addition
to the 1,800 servings of chili produced
annually by our extremely capable Agape
Chile Team, FPC also provides close to
3,000 non-perishable lunches to local soup
kitchens at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield and the First Baptist
Church of Elizabeth. But if our non-
perishabl e meal s
important that other members of the FPC
congregation get involved and help out with
the tasks described below.

The key tasks we need help on are (1)
monthly shopping for food supplies in bulk
(we currently go to
set up and preparation for monthly
assemblies between services (we now try
and do this once a month and assemble
200-250 meals), and (3) deliveries of
meals, particularly to Elizabeth.

This month
shopping of supplies for our non-perishable
meal ministry. The most efficient scenario is
to shop on a Saturday the day before a
Sunday morning meal assembly, and to
bring the bulk of the supplies from the
shopping run straight into the Dining Room

foll ow

BJ

| God thé moktely t o h

and set them up on tables (the other
supplies from the shopping run go to the
storage racks). To do this you will need to
know the schedule of the Temple and
whether you will have unencumbered
access to the Dining Room on the Saturday
before the Sunday assembly. But as usual,
| digress: back to the shopplng routlneI
up- on my of
Everything needed for our nonperlshable
meal s can be
exception of plastic spoons, paper napkins
and plastic bags (these are all ordered
separately in bulk quantity and shipped
directly to the church). Our average
assembled meal usually consists of the
following ingredients:

progr a m# j Canned tyna, Vienpasausagg. £1C. |

Slim Jim stick

1 Crackers with cheese, peanut butter,
etc.

9 Fruit juice box (apple, berry, etc.)
9 Fruit cup, apple sauce, etc.
1 Nuts

6s T dBantgey t e 22) ,
1 Desert (Hershey bar, etc.)

(2)

As we try and assemble 250 meals a
month, an inventory of supplies on hand
(stowed on the metal racks in the kitchen
and nearby hallway) is necessary before
ng out to
pa tlﬁ)uffaulJ §upplles are needed on the
shopping expedition. From start to finish the
usual trip to BJbés t
usually less. Great fun, great fellowship,
and all for a very worthy cause!
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I 61 1 ibng othbre as@ects of our non-perishable meal ministry in subsequent Fanfare
articles over the next few months. If you are inspired to learn more in the interim, please
contact either myself (chapman@HoneybeeRobotics.com) or Rev. David Jahnke.

iHs,

Chris Chapman
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Music

Ministry This article appeared on NJ.COM:

“Choir festival coming to Fanwood Presbyterian Church in May

Plans are underway for the Fanwood Choir Festival, to be held on Sunday, May 19, at 7 p. m.,
at Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The choir festival will feature uplifting music from a large
chorus with distinguished conductors. The concert is free and open to the public. A freewill
offering will be received to be donated to the rescue squads of Sotch Plains and Fanwood.

Singers are invited to join in the chorus. Rehearsals will be on Wednesday evenings at
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 7:30 1T 8:30 p.m., beginning on April 3. Singers will need to
purchase a packet of music (cost is $20), which will b e available at rehearsals. Dress
rehearsal will be Sunday, May 19, 3 i 5 p.m. All are invited to join the chorus to support the
rescue squads. It would be especially meaningful to have those who may have been assisted
by the rescue squads singing in the chorus. Music reading skills are very helpful but not
required, and those that have not sung in choirs before but would like to learn to sing choral
music are more than welcome. Fun, community spirit, great singing, and supporting a

worthy cause are guarante ed.

Guest conductors will include Cindy Bell, Andrew Moore, Jan Allen, Seth Garrepy, and
Thomas Berdos.

Bell is Associate Professor of Music Education at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y.,
where she directs the 150 voice University Choir, teaches gradu ate and undergraduate
classes, and coordinates the music education program. She is a regular guest conductor for
the annual Ocean Grove Choir Festival in Ocean Grove.

Moore has performed extensively throughout the United States, Germany, and Great Britain.
He holds the Bachelor of Music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music, and the Master of
Music degree and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Juilliard School. Moore teaches
at the Pingry School where he is chair of the Music Department. He is t he organist and
choirmaster of Christ Church in Short Hills.

Allen has been a vocal music teacher in the Scotch PlainsFanwood School District since 2001.

She is the choral director of the six choral ensembles at SPF High School, and is also producer

and music director of Repertory Theatre. Allen earned her undergraduate degree in Music
Education from Westminster Choir Coll ege and he
Boston University.

Allen is also a music director at Liquid Church.

Garrepy is a choral conductor, composer, and technologist from the Hartford, Connecticut
area. He specializes in a cappella contemporary and small -ensemble choral music, as well as
sacred choral Early Music. Garrepy is Instructor of Music at Mid -America Christian
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Universi ty in Oklahoma City, OK. He holds his B.Mus. degree in music composition from Oral
Roberts University and his M. M. in choral conducting from the University of Oklahoma.
Berdos, organizer of the Fanwood Choir Festival, is director of Music Ministries at Fa nwood
Presbyterian Church. On the music faculty of The Pingry School, Berdos has also taught on
the faculties of Taylor University, Nyack College, and other colleges. An award -winning
music educator, he has presented workshops at NJAIS conventions.

Berdoshas organi zed and conducted regional perfor |
years. He will again appear as a guest conductor at the Ocean Grove Choir Festival this July.
He is also a published composer of music for piano, organ, and brass ensemble.

For more information or to participate in the chorus, contact Tom Berdos at
tom.berdos@gmail.com or 908 -889-8891, ext. 17"

S CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
vy mrigL

Vacation Bible School!

- = This summer during VBS we will be teaching the children that God
loves them no matter what! We will be using weird animals to show the children that even though we
are all different, God loves us the same. VBS will be held July 21-25™, | hope to see you all there!! If
you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Christie Alston at christieanne9@verizon.net.

Upcoming events:
May 18": Confirmation/Youth Sunday
July 14-18: Summer Quest

A A A A A

Date Date Date Date
1 ChristopherChapman | 9 Richard Jablonski 17 25 Brian McGuinness
2 Kenneth Geissel 10 Graeme Daniskas 18 Foster Bartko 26
3 11 19 Brian Gerrity 27
Janet Dunn
4 Megan Saum 12 William Campanile | 20 28 Victoria Roser
Jay Goetz
Christopher Jackmin
Jill Stueck
5 13 Matthew Sot 21 29 Linda Francavilla
6 Morgan Brown 14 Judy Raub 22 John Baliko 30 Lauren Vasnelis
Judith Wussler
7 Nancy Goetz 15 Kathryn Bantz 23 JoAnne Kaiser 31 Audrey Martin
David Lindros Doris Davis Eyad Khalifeh
Debra Khalifeh
8 16 Hilde Anke 24
Dawn Mattos
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